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	2013 International Conference
“Global Cooperation in the Era of Eurasia”
October 18, 2013
The Shilla Seoul, Korea


1. Background

Eurasia, which encompasses the continents of Asia and Europe, covers around 40 percent of the Earth’s total land area and contains over 70 percent of the world population. It also includes a number of the top ten economies such as the EU, China, Japan, and Russia. Moreover, Eurasia's share of the total world GDP already exceeded 50 percent in 2000 and is currently nearing 60 percent. Given this trend, the importance of the Eurasian economy is expected to increase further in the future. 

The importance of intra-Eurasian cooperation has been magnified with changes in the global economic environment. The recent global financial crisis has transformed the world economy once dominated by advanced countries as a multi-polar system in which developed and developing economies coexist. In particular, while most advanced European economies have faced recession, emerging giants in Eurasia like China, India and Russia have strengthened their position as a leading force in the global market. Therefore, it is suggested that a higher degree of cooperation between Eurasian countries could become an effective countermeasure to overcome the current economic crisis and a building block for sustainable growth of the world economy. 

In Eurasia, substantial progress has been made in the establishment of transportation and logistics, the development of natural resources and energy, and the stimulation of international trade since the early 21st century. However, it has yet to become united as a regional economic bloc and thus, further cooperation is required. As the ancient Silk Road has connected Asia and Europe in the past, more inclusive and comprehensive regional cooperation, covering all fragmented economic blocs in Eurasia, should be established in order to maximize Eurasia's growth potential. Accordingly, partners in Eurasia should expand the area of exchange from mere economic cooperation to include foreign affairs, national security, society and culture; all of which can facilitate the opening of the new Silk Road in the 21st century.

Currently, the Park Geun-hye administration of the Republic of Korea aims to enhance 'Cooperation with Eurasia' as one of its key national policies. This shows greater ambition on the part of the Korean government to play a critical role in intensifying Eurasian partnership through its trade and commercial networks, which have already spread over Europe and Asia. With enhanced economic cooperation in Eurasia, Korea desires to make a contribution to sustainable growth of the world economy, relaxation of political tension in the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia and ultimately, the realization of a 'Happier Global Community'. 

The "Global Cooperation in the Era of Eurasia" Conference will be a great opportunity for the participants representing Eurasia and the global community, to address visions, strategies and ways as well as role of Korea to expedite formation of cooperative relationships in Eurasia and ensure regional peace in Northeast Asia in the face of a changing global order. Furthermore, industrial issues in Eurasia will be discussed with particular emphasis on transportation, energy, agriculture as well as international trade in general, in order to draw a new multilateral cooperation model.  

2. Conference Details
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	Date:
	Friday, October 18, 2013
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	Venue:
	Dynasty Hall (2F), The Shilla Seoul

	
	
	

	(
	Hosts:
	Korea Institute for International Economic Policy

The Export-Import Bank of Korea

National Research Council for Economics, Humanities and Social

Sciences

	
	
	

	(
	Organizer:
	Korea Institute for International Economic Policy

	
	
	

	(
	Sponsors:
	Office for Government Policy Coordination Prime Minister’s Secretariat

Ministry of Strategy and Finance

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

	
	
	

	(
	Participants:
	International Scholars, International Organizations and Economic Cooperative Bodies, Current and Former Ministers 

	
	
	(Approx. 500, It is expected that many of the important figures who participated in World Energy Congress (October 13∼17, 2013) and World Knowledge Forum (October 15~17, 2013) can join this conference.)


	
	
	Conference Schedule


	Time
	Topic and Main Speakers

	October 17 18:30~20:00
	Welcome Reception

· Host: Hong-won Chung (Prime Minister)

	08:40~09:00

(20 min)
	Discussion

	
	· Casual (Standing) Talks among Main Participants

	
	

	09:00~09:30

(30 min)
	Opening Ceremony

	
	· Opening Address:
· Oh-seok Hyun, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Strategy and Finance
· Congratulatory Message (3):
· (Video Message) Ki-moon Ban, Secretary-General of the UN
· (Video Message) Jim Yong Kim, President of the World Bank Group

· Hong-koo Lee, Former Prime Minister

· Keynote Address:
· To Be Announced 

“Vision of Cooperation in Eurasia and Northeast Asia

and Role of Korea”

	
	

	09:40~11:10

(90 min)
	(Keynote Session)
	Changes in World Order and Cooperation in the Era of Eurasia: Implications, Visions and Strategies

	
	· Moderator:
· Il Houng Lee, President of Korea Institute of International Economic Policy
· Panel Discussants (6):
· Djoomart Otorbaev, First Deputy Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic
· Maria van der Hoeven, Executive Director of IEA
· Supachai Panitchpakdi, Former Director-General of WTO and Former Secretary-General of UNCTAD
· Andrey Kortunov, Director General of Russian International Affairs Council

· John Hamre, President, CEO and the Pritzker Chair of the Center for Strategic and International Studies

· Jianmin Wu, Member of Foreign Policy Advisory Committee of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China

	
	

	11:25~12:45
(80 min)
	(Session 1)
	Northeast Asia's Peace Cooperation and the Era of Eurasia

	
	· Moderator:
· Duk-min Yun, Chancellor of Korea National Diplomatic Academy
· Keynote Presenters (2):

· Andrey Kortunov, Director General of Russian International Affairs Council
· Chung Min Lee, Professor of Yonsei University and Ambassador for National Security Affairs
· Panel Discussants (4):
· Alexander Panov, Senior Researcher of the USA and Canada Institute of the Russian Academy of Science (Former Deputy Foreign Minister of Russia)

· Choinkhor Jalbuu, Chairman of Academic Board at Mongolian Institute for Geopolitical Studies (Former Ambassador to USA and Former Senior Deputy Foreign Minister)

· Christopher Hill, Dean of the Josef Korbel School of International Studies at the University of Denver (Former Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs)
· Xing Qu, President of China Institute of International Studies

	
	

	12:45~14:00

(75 min)
	Luncheon

	
	· Luncheon Address (2):
· Seung-soo Han, Former Prime Minister
· Natsagiin Bagabandi, Former President of Mongolia

	
	

	14:00~15:30

(90 min)
	(Session 2)
	Cooperation in Trade and Development in the Era of Eurasia

	
	· Moderator:
· Thierry de Montbrial, President of the French Institute of International Relations
· Keynote Presenters (2):
· Supachai Panitchpakdi, Former Director-General of WTO and Former Secretary-General of UNCTAD
· Joon-Kyung Kim, President of Korea Development Institute
· Panel Discussants (5):
· Honorable Donald Johnston, Former Secretary-General of OECD
· Aziz Abdukhakimov, Chairman of the State Committee of Uzbekistan on Privatization, Demonopolization and Competition Development
· Jinhyun Han, Vice Minister of Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy

· Kyttack Hong, Chairman and CEO of KDB Financial Group and Korea Development Bank
· Timofey Bordachev, Deputy-Dean of the National Research University Higher School of Economics

	
	

	15:50~17:30

(100 min)
	(Session 3)
	Industrial Cooperation in the Era of Eurasia:

Transportation, Energy and Agriculture



	
	· Moderator:

· Masakazu Toyoda, Chairman and CEO of the Institute of Energy Economics of Japan

· Keynote Presenters (2):

· Gyengchul Kim, President of Korea Transport Institute

· Sei-Kyun Choi, President of Korea Rural Economic Institute
· Panel Discussants (5):
· Maria van der Hoeven, Executive Director of IEA
· Hyung-ku Yeo, Vice Minister of Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport
· In-hong Yeo, Vice Minister of Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs
· Yang-Hoon Sonn, President of Korea Energy Economics Institute
· Yaroslav Semenikhin, General Director of Joint Stock Company Far-Eastern Marine Research, Design and Technology Institute

	
	

	
	Closing Ceremony

	
	· Closing Address:
· Tae-yul Cho, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs


· Speakers and discussants are subject to change

	
	
	Sessions


□ Keynote Session
Changes in World Order and Cooperation in the Era of Eurasia
: Implications, Visions and Strategies
The global order has undergone a dramatic change since the onset of the worldwide financial crisis in 2008. While developed countries are still struggling to escape from the prolonged economic slowdown, developing countries have emerged and became the driving force behind the current transition of the international order towards a multipolar system. Consequently, the importance of cooperation between developed and emerging countries in resolving various global problems has increased. Eurasia happens to be at the center of this transition, and the countries of Eurasia now have the responsibility to take the lead in realizing the new international order through mutual cooperation.

Eurasia is the region where great potential lay untapped due to disparity and differences as well as various dynamics. However, diverse array of states with different social systems and distinct historical experiences along with existence of many emerging countries represented a new growth engine for the world economy even during the recent global economic recession. As proven by the Silk Road of old, Eurasian countries are fully capable of achieving prosperity for the rest of the world, based on their partnership and through new channels of political and economic communication.

Diverse measures of regional and economic cooperation are already under discussion in Eurasia. Northeast Asian states and former Soviet republics, for instance, are discussing new arrangements for regional economic cooperation and actualizing cooperation measures that encompass entire Eurasia, in sectors including transportation, logistics and energy. Such cooperation between Eurasian countries holds great significance for prosperity and stability in the international economy at large. Therefore, Eurasia must be conceptualized not as a mere geographic term, but redefined as a new concept representing the diverse and multifaceted cooperation across various sectors.

This keynote session is thus intended to facilitate in-depth discussions on the significance of and specific measures for cooperation among Eurasian states in response to changes in the international order.

□ Session 1 
Northeast Asia’s Peace Cooperation and the Era of Eurasia
Given the geopolitical importance, cooperation in Northeast Asia is a subject that cannot be left out in discussions on Eurasia. Session 1 aims to elicit enhanced measures for cooperation within Eurasia in order to assure peace and security in Northeast Asia. Northeast Asia, which has long been a source of conflict and dispute for many centuries, remains traumatized by its historical experiences. In this session, we seek to discover new measures to build trust and strengthen mutual cooperation between Korea and the rest of Northeast Asia, by extricating them from the structure of conflict in Northeast Asia towards the frame of multilateral cooperation, joined by diverse Eurasian states.

Along with the recent establishment of new leaders and governments across Northeast Asia, the region as a whole appears ready to move toward a direction marked by new order and partnership. The Park Geun-hye administration of the Republic of Korea, for example, has proposed the Northeast Asian Peace and Cooperation Initiative (NAPCI) and the Korean Peninsula Trust-building Process (KPTP), as the main pillars of its policies on unification and foreign affairs, and pursued international cooperation in manner conducive to reducing the tension on the Korean Peninsula. Above all, given this objective, the blueprint of Northeast Asia’s peace cooperation will be based on a careful review of the concept of ‘peaceful cooperation of Northeast Asia and Eurasia.’ Furthermore, the willingness of related countries’ economic and political cooperation will lead to maximizing the potential of Northeast Asia and Eurasia. This will also ultimately trigger the triangular cooperation among the two Koreas and Russia.

The issue of peace in Korean Peninsula is similar to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the Middle East peace in that these issues concern comprehensive peace in their respective regions, namely Northeast Asia and the Middle East. Therefore, once peaceful relations within Northeast Asia are achieved, it will concomitantly provide a new momentum for growth of partnerships across Eurasia in general. In other words, continent-wide cooperation that initially begins with unconventional security issues — such as disaster relief and cooperative security planning — will naturally evolve into region-wide security cooperation. This, in turn, will restore mutual trust among the member states in Eurasia and help them share a common vision in terms of regional peace.

In this regard, this session will provide us with a forum to assess the current security environment in Northeast Asia and Eurasia, to discuss political and security issues that must be resolved for optimization of Eurasia’s great potential. We need to bear in mind that rather than reaching for a visible outcome in the short run, stronger emphasis should be given to encouragement of wider participation and deeper understanding. Only then would we be able to make optimal suggestions for establishing a more peaceful security environment in Northeast Asia and Eurasia.

□ Session 2 
Cooperation in Trade and Development in the Era of Eurasia

The world today faces the most serious economic crisis since the Great Depression of the 1930s. Advanced economies such as the United States, the European Union and Japan still struggle to recover and emerging economies are also seeing deep gloom settling over their once-positive outlook. On this account, Session 2 has been carefully organized for an in-depth discussion where the measures for economic cooperation in Eurasia, necessary to overcome the current global economic crisis, will be developed.

As the first step of the discussion, Session 2 will discuss ways to enhance interregional linkage in Eurasia. Currently, there is active regional cooperation on commerce and trade that continues taking place in Northeast Asia, Central Asia and Russia, and Europe. Nonetheless, the globalization of production networks across Eurasia still requires a higher level of cooperation that bridges whole continents. The first task of participants in this session will be to draw out the comprehensive cooperation measures, to maximize growth potential while reconnecting Eurasia’s fragmented cooperation networks for trade and commerce.

Secondly, the topic of cooperation measures for development between Eurasian states will also be introduced into the discussion. Many Eurasian states are confronted with problems of poverty elimination, education improvement and industrialization and infrastructure expansion. It is thus essential to utilize interstate cooperation in Eurasia in order to reduce the development disparity between Eurasian states. In that context, the discussion will allow the discovery of practical courses of action that will facilitate Eurasia’s coexistent growth.

The last and third discussion topic will be the role of South Korea in Eurasian trade and commerce, and development cooperation, in the upcoming era of the New Silk Road. Of all Eurasian states, South Korea boasts the widest network of cooperation that extends to nearly all states in Europe and Asia. Moreover, considering that it has been the only country in the world that had transformed itself from a recipient of international aid to a donor, South Korea is convinced of its ability to find new models of trade and development for Eurasia, based on its own development experience. 

□ Session 3 
Industrial Cooperation in the Era of Eurasia
: Transportation, Energy, and Agriculture
Session 3 is arranged for in-depth discussions on how to enhance industrial cooperation across Eurasia, particularly with respect to transportation, energy, and agriculture. Measures for cooperation in transportation and energy sectors will be given priority, as they are pivotal to developing a wider network for economic partnership across Eurasia. The discussion will include measures for cooperation between Korea and Russia, which will serve as a bridge for the widening Eurasian network, and ensure agricultural development and food security in Eurasia.

Regarding the transportation sector, strategies for realization of the Silk Road Express (SRX), one of the foremost tasks in improving cooperation in transportation and logistics, will be actively discussed. The SRX project envisions establishing a corridor of international transportation by linking the railways in Korea to the cross-continent railroad across Eurasia. Once realized, the SRX will prove to be the most effective means for consolidating partnerships among Eurasian states, functioning as a combined logistics network with the highest level of efficiency. The discussion should thus feature an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the international transportation routes already extending across Eurasia and suggestions for how to make use of and improve the SRX.

As for the energy sector, the discussion will focus on how to enhance energy security in Eurasia by developing an energy network. Eurasia contains both the world’s largest energy producer and consumer. Long-distance pipelines and marine shipping networks are being employed to exchange and deliver fuels across Eurasia, ensuring economic benefits and reliable supplies of energy. Nonetheless, Northeast Asia has yet to develop an efficient network of energy transportation comparable to ones seen elsewhere in the world. Developing a wider continental network of energy transportation encompassing Northeast Asia will definitely contribute to energy security in the region and allow the member states to manage climate change better. 

The discussion on agricultural cooperation will feature an analysis of the value of agricultural development in eastern Russia as well as a review of the progress and tasks in agricultural investment and cooperation projects between Korea and Russia. First, we discuss the harmonization of agricultural development plan of the Russian Far East and the agricultural investment cooperation between Korea and Russia in order to promote the Korea – Russia cooperation in terms of agricultural investment. Furthermore, we aim to present our ideas on how projects on agricultural development and food security will lead to cooperation for regional peace in Eurasia, after first evaluating the feasibility of and conditions in implementing agricultural cooperation projects among the two Koreas and Russia.
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